
Senior reading recommendations 

 

My Sister's Keeper. Jodi Picoult 

A provocative novel that raises some important ethical issues,                                                 My 

My Sister's Keeper is the story of one family's struggle for survival at all                                    

human costs and a stunning parable for all time. 

Blurb from Goodreads 

Suitable for 15+ 

 

 

 

 

Dumplin'. Julie Murphy 

 

With starry Texas nights, red candy suckers, Dolly Parton songs, and a wildly       

unforgettable heroine—Dumplin’ is guaranteed to steal your heart. 

Blurb from Goodreads  

Suitable for 14+ 

 

 

 

 

After the Silence. Louise O Neill 

Nessa Crowley's murderer has been protected by silence for ten years. 

Until a team of documentary makers decide to find out the truth. 

Blurb from Goodreads 

Suitable for 14+ 

 

 

 



Looking for Alasksa. John Green 

Before. Miles “Pudge” Halter is done with his safe life at 

home. His whole life has been one big non-event, and his 

obsession with famous last words has only made him crave 

“the Great Perhaps” even more (Francois Rabelais, poet). He 

heads off to the sometimes crazy and anything-but-boring 

world of Culver Creek Boarding School, and his life becomes 

the opposite of safe. Because down the hall is Alaska Young. 

The gorgeous, clever, funny, sexy, self-destructive, screwed 

up, and utterly fascinating Alaska Young. She is an event unto 

herself. She pulls Pudge into her world, launches him into the 

Great Perhaps, and steals his heart. Then. . . . 

After. Nothing is ever the same. 

Blurb from Goodreads 

Suitable for 16+ 

 

 

 

Eleanor and Park. Rainbow Rowell  

 

Eleanor is the new girl in town, and with her chaotic family life, her 

mismatched clothes and unruly red hair, she couldn't stick out more if she 

tried. 

 

Park is the boy at the back of the bus. Black T-shirts, headphones, head in a 

book - he thinks he's made himself invisible. But not to Eleanor... never to 

Eleanor. 

 

Slowly, steadily, through late-night conversations and an ever-growing stack of 

mix tapes, Eleanor and Park fall for each other. They fall in love the way you do 

the first time, when you're young, and you feel as if you have nothing and 

everything to lose.  

Blurb from Goodreads 

Suitable for 14+ 

 

 

 



 

Only Ever Yours. Louise O Neill 

In a world in which baby girls are no longer born naturally, 

women are bred in schools, trained in the arts of pleasing 

men until they are ready for the outside world. At graduation, 

the most highly rated girls become “companions”, permitted 

to live with their husbands and breed sons until they are no 

longer useful. 

 

For the girls left behind, the future – as a concubine or a 

teacher – is grim. 

 

Best friends Freida and Isabel are sure they’ll be chosen as 

companions – they are among the most highly rated girls in 

their year. 

 

But as the intensity of final year takes hold, Isabel does the unthinkable and starts to put on 

weight... 

And then, into this sealed female environment, the boys arrive, eager to choose a bride. 

 

Freida must fight for her future – even if it means betraying the only friend, the only love, 

she has ever known. .  

Blurb from Goodreads 

Suitable for 16+ 

 

Americanah. Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie 

 

Ifemelu and Obinze are young and in love when they depart military-

ruled Nigeria for the West. Beautiful, self-assured Ifemelu heads for 

America, where despite her academic success, she is forced to grapple 

with what it means to be black for the first time. Quiet, thoughtful 

Obinze had hoped to join her, but with post-9/11 America closed to him, 

he instead plunges into a dangerous, undocumented life in London. 

Fifteen years later, they reunite in a newly democratic Nigeria, and 

reignite their passion—for each other and for their homeland. 

Blurb from Goodreads  

Suitable for 16+ 



The Perks of Being a Wallflower. Stephen Chbosky 

This is the story of what it's like to grow up in high school. 

More intimate than a diary, Charlie's letters are singular and 

unique, hilarious and devastating. We may not know where 

he lives. We may not know to whom he is writing. All we 

know is the world he shares. Caught between trying to live 

his life and trying to run from it puts him on a strange course 

through uncharted territory. The world of first dates and 

mixed tapes, family dramas and new friends. The world of 

sex, drugs, and The Rocky Horror Picture Show, when all one 

requires is that the perfect song on that perfect drive to feel 

infinite. 

Blurb from Goodreads  

Suitable for 16+ 

 

 

 

 

 

 


