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To complete choices on VSware

Video guide to competing subject choices on 

VSware 

https://vsware.wistia.com/medias/n7yo7lck0k


Options after the Leaving 

Certificate

• Work

• Year Out

• Apprenticeships

• Further Education (Post Leaving Certificate 

courses - PLC)

• Higher Education (Third Level Education -

CAO) 



Continuing your education after 

the Leaving Certificate.

The options
Further Education

• Post Leaving Certificate Course

1 or 2 years

Higher Education - CAO

• Level 6 Certificate 2 years

• Level 7 Ordinary Degree 3 years

• Level 8 Honours Degree 3/4 years



LC grading & CAO points 
25 bonus points will continue to be awarded for

Higher Level Mathematics for H6 and above.

Calculated on best 6 best grades



Leaving Certificate

Two-year programme that  

gives the opportunity to 

take seven subjects at 

Higher,

Ordinary

or Foundation Level. 

Foundation level is 

available 

in two subjects - Irish and 

Mathematics.



The Leaving Certificate Applied 
What is Leaving Certificate Applied (LCA)?

It is a two year course available to students who wish to follow a

practical Leaving Certificate programme with a vocational focus. It

is an alternative programme to the traditional Leaving Certificate,

which places particular emphasis on preparation for the world of

work and life.

How is it different?

A key difference between Leaving Certificate Applied and the

traditional Leaving Certificate lies in assessment. Two-thirds of

the final grade in LCA is earned through coursework completed over

two years with only one third dependent on final written exam

papers.

More Information

The Leaving Certificate Applied

https://www.pdst.ie/sites/default/files/6.%20a.%20LCA%20Overview%20leaflet.pdf


The Leaving Certificate Applied
What subjects will I study?

Leaving Certificate Applied students study a broad range of subjects:

Vocational Preparation & Guidance (includes Work Experience),

English & Communications, Mathematical Applications, Information

and Communication Technology, Arts Education, Social Education,

Languages, Leisure & Recreation, Religion, Hotel, Catering & Tourism,

Agriculture/Horticulture.

What are my options after Leaving Certificate Applied?

LCA is accepted for a wide range of Post-Leaving Certificate (PLC)

courses at FETAC Level 5. It also provides access to most

apprenticeships and other vocational training awards. While students

who complete LCA do not have direct access to Higher Education

through the Central Statistics Office (CAO), achieving an appropriate

further education award (e.g. FETAC Level 5) may provide access for

those who wish to apply to courses in Third Level colleges.

Please note that the LCA programme will only run if we have a 

sufficient number of students selecting it.



The Leaving Certificate Applied (LCA)

If you are interested in finding out more about the LCA 

please email principal@olschool.ie before Friday 26th 

Feb. If there is sufficient interest, a follow up LCA 

information virtual meeting will be arranged for 

Monday March 1st 

Final declaration of interest 

in taking up a place in LCA must be 

received via email

to principal@olschool.ie

by March 11th 2021

mailto:principal@olschool.ie
mailto:principal@olschool.ie


SUBJECT CHOICE
When it comes to making subject 

choice it is important to research 

options and to choose wisely. 

There are 

Essential subjects

Useful subjects



Subject Groupings

Language Group

Irish, English, French, German, Spanish

Science Group

Physics, Chemistry, Biology, Agricultural 

Science.

Business Studies Group

Accounting, Business, Economics.

Artistic Group

Art, Music.

Humanities & Social Group

History, Geography, Home Economics, Physical 

Education.

Mathematics Group

Mathematics.



Language 

Group
Irish

English 

French 

German

Spanish



Science Group

Physics

Chemistry

Biology

Agricultural Science



Business 

Studies 

Group

Accounting

Business 

Economics



Artistic Group

Art

Music



Humanities & 

Social Group
History 

Geography 

Home Economics

Physical Education



Mathematics Group

Mathematics



Obligatory 

subjects

The core 

subjects are: 

Irish

English   

Mathematics



What four to 

choose from 

the available  

subjects?

Accounting, Art, Agricultural Science, Biology,

Business, Chemistry, Economics, French,

Geography, German, History, Home Economics,

Music, Physical Education, Physics, Spanish.



European Language

Students are recommended to consider studying a

European Language because it is generally a entry

requirement to study at NUI colleges (eg.UCD,

Maynooth, UCG, UCC) and RCSI

Some exceptions apply including courses in

Engineering, Nursing, Science, Ag. Science, Social

Science, Computer Science and some other others.

Please consult college websites.



Entry Requirements for 3rd level 

Colleges

1. Minimum entry requirements

2. Specific Subjects 

requirements

3.  Points

These must be considered when 

choosing subjects.



MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS FOR FURTHER/HIGHER 

EDUCATION 
• Level 8 – Honours Degrees

- 3/4 years study

- Min. of  2 H5 and 4 O6/H7 for most courses

(TCD & a small no. of  level 8 courses-

Min 3 H5 and 3 O6/H7) 

• Level 7 – Ordinary Degrees

-3 years study

-Min. 5 O6/H7

• Level 6 – Higher Certificate

- 2 years study

-Min 5 O6/H7

• Post Leaving Certificate Courses

- 1 year study

- Min. 5 passes in H/O/F or Leaving Certificate Applied



There are certain subjects that are 

essential for entry to particular courses, 

colleges and careers.

Look at the College website or 

Prospectus. 

All subjects are equal. (Higher Maths 

has bonus points)



So what about the next three?

A science subject (often two 

science subjects) is essential for 

careers in medical, paramedical 

careers:  physiotherapy, 

radiography, human nutrition, 

pharmacy biomedical science and 

nursing. 

In Universities, a science subject is 

required for a career in engineering 

and most faculties of science 

require one to have a laboratory 

science subject.



However, many of the courses 

available in science, engineering 

and electronics in the Institutes of 

Technology do not require a science 

subject. 

It really comes down to one’s 

interest in science to date. 

If one is struggling with science 

now it is highly unlikely that it will 

suddenly become one’s best subject 

at Leaving Certificate!



SCIENCE

ENGINEERING

MEDICINE

DENTISTRY

VETERINARY

PHARMACY

PHYSIOTHERAPY

RADIOGRAPHY

NURSING

OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY

SPEECH THERAPY

SPORTS SCIENCE

BIOMEDICAL SCIENCE

DIETETICS

OPTOMETRY

Science Essential



CHEMISTRY 

essential for:
●PHARMACY 

●VETERINARY

●MEDICINE (essential for 

some, recommended for all) 

●DENTISTRY

● HUMAN NUTRITION & 

DIETETICS

● Chemistry is essential for 7 

CAO courses 



Agricultural 

Science/Biology/Physics 

• Biology is an essential requirement for 5 CAO 

courses (Genetics - UCC, Health Science with 

Dietetics/Occupational Therapy/Physiotherapy Studies -

Letterkenny IT, Human Health & Disease -TCD) 

• Physics is a essential requirement for 1 CAO 

course (Theoretical Physics - TCD) 

• Agricultural Science is a useful subject for many 

college courses but it is not an essential subject for 

any course.



Art and Music

If you wish to take a course at third-level in music, some 

courses require that you have studied MUSIC, others may not 

but you may be required to complete a audition and /or a music 

test.

Likewise, it is not always essential to study ART in order to 

pursue it at third-level. However, a substantial portfolio of work 

is usually required.



Humanities & Social Group  
History 

Geography 

Home Economics

Physical Education

History, Geography, Physical Education are useful for many 

college courses but not essential for any.

Home Economics is essential for 1 CAO course (Home 

Economics - St Angela’s College Sligo)



Business Subjects

Accounting, Business and Economics are useful 

subjects if you are thinking of taking a 

Business/Economics/Accounting course at college 

but Business and Economics are not essential for 

any college courses. Accounting is essential for 1 

CAO course. (Commerce - Accounting- NUI Galway)



HOW DO STUDENTS MAKE THIS TOUGH 

CHOICE?

Research

• Interest

• Motivation & ability to 
work at a subject

• Aptitude

• Career Options



HOW DO STUDENTS MAKE THIS TOUGH 

CHOICE?
• Look for subjects you would like and be good at  

• Find out as much as you can about the subjects

• Talk to teachers

• Look at some of the text books

• Talk to students taking the subject

• Consider the possible careers related to the subject



After final selection students should examine options

carefully to see that they have kept their career options open.

They should check to see if they have the essential

requirements for third-level courses in which they have an

interest. It is too late finding out in your final Leaving

Certificate year. Use the

Guide to Specific Course Requirements on the Qualifax

website

http://www.qualifax.ie/index.php?option=com_wrapper&view=wrapper&Itemid=26


Information on Leaving Certificate 

Subjects

www.careersportal.ie

Information of Leaving Certificate Subjects

http://www.careersportal.ie/
https://careersportal.ie/school/subject_explorer.php


www.careersportal.ie



To summarise:

⮚Essential & Useful Subjects

⮚How to make the  tough 

choice? 

⮚Check course and college 

requirements carefully!!!!!!!!!!



Subject Choice 

Closing date for completing subject choice is

Thursday 11th March 2021



Useful Websites
• www.qualifax.ie

• www.cao.ie

• www.careersportal.ie

• www.ucas.com

• www.eunicas.ie

• www.apprenticeship.ie

• Also Our Lady’s School Subject Choice booklet 

(available on school website) 
www.olschool.ie Curriculum         The Guidance Department                

Subject Choice Booklet LC 2023

http://www.qualifax.ie/
http://www.cao.ie/
http://www.careersportal.ie/
http://www.ucas.com/
http://www.eunicas.ie/
http://www.apprenticeship.ie
http://www.olschool.ie/


My Future Journey -Interest & 

Aptitude assessments 

TY students have completed these assessments and can 

access their results here https://login.myfuturejourney.com/

Students need to log into their account to access their results 

and their individual report. We recommend parents and 

students read and discuss the results.

My Future Journey sample report

https://login.myfuturejourney.com/
https://myfuturechoice-dara-production.s3.eu-west-3.amazonaws.com/resource/7bd6a112-3f9b-4a78-932f-6772fe06f0e8.pdf

